
W E L C O M E  
T O  C I A L U G



W E L C O M E !
• We meet the third Wednesday of the month

• Website

• Slack/IRC

• Up[coming Topics:

• Other Activities?

• IS it time for another SIGBAP?
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L I N U X  N E W S
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A N D R E W  D E N N E R

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 4

C E N T R A L  I O W A  L I N U X  U S E R S  G R O U P

S TAT I C  W E B  
H O S T I N G
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I N S E R T  
S T A N D A R D  
I N T R O  H E R E

• Andrew Denner

• https://denner.co

• President of CIALUG

• Senior Scientific Software Developer

• All the standard social medias:

• https://denner.co/social/ 
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H O W  D I D  I  
S TA R T ?

• Like most children of the 90’s, WYSIWYG Frontpage

• http://textfiles.com/underconstruction/ 

• Lead to Dreamweaver

• And raw HTML

• Lots of work though wanted something simpler to just 

dump my thoughts—The blogging era

• Wordpress
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W H A T  D I D  I  W A N T ?
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PERSONAL SITE SERVE AS MY WEB CATCH ALL HOST A RESUME AND SHARE 
MY 

PRESENTATIONS/THOUGHTS

BRAIN DUMP TO “BLOG” 
(EVEN THOUGH NO ONE 

REALLY READS IT EXCEPT ME)



W H A T  D I D N ’ T  I  W A N T ?
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TO PUT MUCH EFFORT 
INTO UPKEEP

MODERATE 
COMMENTS

DEAL WITH SPAM FIGHT WITH DISPLAY 
AND MAKING IT LOOK 

“RIGHT”



Pros

• Popular with lots of plugins

• Low effort to throw something together

• Lots of templates

Cons

• Popular, lots of eyes looking for 

vulnerabilities

• Always updating

• Mostly static site, with lots of weight

• Not as easy to host—needs php and 

database

• Fight to make it look “right”
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M Y  W O R D P R E S S  E R A



F U L L  
D I S C L O S U R E  

• CIALUG and other sites that I help with are still on 

WordPress

• Partially because others (nontechnical) also 

maintain

• Partially because I am lazy!
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I N  T H E  E N D ,  A  
S T AT I C  S I T E  
G E N E R A T O R  W A S  
T H E  S O L U T I O N
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E N T E R  J E K Y L L
• Markdown based 



A  B R I E F  P R I M E R  
O N  M A R K D O W N
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D E M O



H O W  T O  H O S T ?



L O W  E F F O R T  O P T I O N S
• Gitlab/Github pages

• Free

• Non-Commercial

• “low traffic”

• Aws S3 (et.al.)

• Low cost

• Commercial Grade

• Not fixed cost

 

• Pay hosting 

• Shared resource

• Dollars per month

• Someone else’s problem



S L I G H T L Y  
M O R E  
T R O U B L E

• Self hosting:

• Caddy

• Go Based HTTP 2 and 3

• Automagic lets encrypt

• Less documentation and 

features

• Nginx

• High performance but hard 

to configure less flexible 

than apache

• Apache

• Resource intensive

• Flexible

• Less performant than nginx
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D E M O
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